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STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
Statement 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [6.24 pm]: Tonight I would like to continue on from question time, during 
which I asked a question about the state of the environment report. The answer I was given is that the 
Environmental Protection Authority produces an annual report each year, and that addresses everything that is 
needed. I have looked at the most recent EPA annual report. It does not have financial statements in it, and I really 
hope there is something else and I am missing the real report. If this report is what the government is referring to, 
I would be embarrassed. The report is about 30 pages long. Thirteen pages of the report refer to the EPA itself, 
and there are only about 10 pages about the environment, half of which are covered in pictures. The report goes 
nowhere towards addressing the state of the environment. If the government is suggesting that is all we have, we 
need to go back to the drawing board. 
Every state and territory, other than the Northern Territory, has enacted legislation that ensures that it produces 
a state of the environment report. The frequency of those reports is between three and five years. The reports are 
carried out by the Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability in Victoria, and the Environmental Protection 
Authority in New South Wales and South Australia and so forth. This state needs to look at creating a state of the 
environment report. 
A state of the environment report should cover the ethical, democratic and environmental dimensions of reporting 
on the environment, because there is more to it than just the physical assets. State of the environment reporting 
offers a valuable and widely used means for monitoring the condition of the environment, analysing the impact of 
human activities on the environment, and evaluating how as a society we might best respond to environmental 
trends and threats. Western Australia was among the first of the Australian states and territories to embark on state 
of environment reporting, with its first report published in 1992, its second in 1998 and its third in 2007. In contrast 
with all other jurisdictions, other than the Northern Territory, in Western Australia there is no legislative 
requirement for regular reporting, and Western Australia has produced no further state of the environment report 
over the past 10 years, other than the EPA report, which, as I said, goes nowhere towards addressing the issue. 
State of the environment reporting originates from the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development. 
Therefore, we need to look at this on a worldwide basis. We need to acknowledge that Western Australia has eight 
of Australia’s 15 biodiversity hotspots—more than half. However, Western Australia does not have a state of the 
environment report. In addition, the south west region of Western Australia is recognised as one of the world’s 
35 biodiversity hotspots. The south west has more biodiversity than many other places on earth, yet we are still 
not monitoring that to see the effects and impacts of human activities and climate change. We are basically just 
saying, “Yes, it’s there; I can see it.” We are like the frog in the pot of water that is being heated up that forgets to 
jump out—we are not remembering to jump out. 
During the period of the Barnett Liberal–National coalition government between 2008 and 2017, the state of 
environment reporting was subject to considerable political and budgetary pressures and fell into abeyance in 
Western Australia. The current Labor government Minister for Environment, Hon Stephen Dawson, pointed out 
that the EPA annual report should offer the answers that we need. Knowing that a state of the environment report 
has the potential to complement annual reports through offering independent scientific assessments of the health 
of the environment and tabulating trends through time, we need to continue with this. As I said, as it was developed 
and promoted by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, the state of the environment 
reports can also hold governments to account for the environmental objectives set by society through the political 
process. They thus represent one important strategy in a broader array of governmental mechanisms made the 
more significant by their capacity to contribute to the wider national and international picture. We need to 
reintroduce the state of environment reporting so that we can provide the Western Australian perspective to the 
federal government on the environment here and be a part of that worldwide communication and strategy. 
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